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SCHOOL INCLUSION MEETING  
WEDNESDAY 20TH NOVEMBER AT 6PM 

As many of you will be aware, Leith Primary is a school that is proud to 
support a diverse range of pupils from all backgrounds and with all 
abilities. In the last fourteen months, the school has seen a steep increase 
in the numbers of pupils who require significant extra adult support which 
has put school staff and resources under considerable strain.  
This week, Ms Craig met with senior managers at the council to discuss 
how the school can move forward with effectively meeting the needs of all 
pupils. Staff also met with senior council leaders this week to discuss their 
views on the situation. 
We would now like to invite interested parents to attend a meeting with 
Sean Bell, Senior Manager for Inclusion, Kirsty Spence, Head of the 
Additional Support for Learning Service, Martin Gemmell, Principal 
Educational Psychologist along with Headteacher, Fiona Craig, to discuss 
your views and concerns and answer questions about meeting the learning 
and development needs of your child who may or may not have a barrier 
to learning. The meeting will take place on Wednesday 20th November at 
6pm in the main school building. All are welcome. 

 

 

Leith Primary School – Ceiling Upgrade Works 
On the week commencing the 28st of October 2019, a ceiling upgrade 
project will commence at Leith Primary School. 
The works are programmed to continue through to the end of 2020. As the 
works are to take place during both term time and holiday periods, they 
will be completed on a room by room basis. This will mean that each class 
will be decanted one at a time from their existing classroom into another 
classroom within the school. This process is anticipated to take 
approximately 1-2 weeks per room allowing the ceiling upgrade works to 
be completed before the classes can return to their respective permanent 
classrooms. We will keep all parents updated should there be any changes 
to the above. 

Here is an example of what the  
Keep Clear signs look like: 

 

Written by Emily Foggo, P7 
 

PARKING AT SCHOOL 
It has come to my attention that people are parking on our 
pavement and the Keep Clear section. It is not only an illegal spot to 
park but also it is dangerous as we have quite a tight road space 
next to where cars are allowed to park. 
I am going to give you an option of close places to park like Tesco 
and Lidl car parks which have free parking and also gives you a 
walk. 
Before somebody nearly gets hit we need to be safer. 
Scotland is the first in the UK to add a parking law. 
In a post on 30th October by the Express newspaper, it is now illegal 
to park on the pavement or a Keep Clear area and double yellow 
lines so the law is against anyone who parks illegally. 
Some people might have noticed that it’s possible to do a three-
point-turn in that area but as I said its very narrow and even if you 
turn slowly it still comes very close to the pavement and is a hazard 
to pupils waiting to go into school and crossing the road. 
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH ORDERS 
Christmas Lunch is on the 5th December this year.  Orders MUST be 
placed and paid for by 20th November on ParentPay.   
 
Please ignore existing descriptions and 
choose salmon for TURKEY or Quorn for vegetarian roast (we are 
unable to alter ParentPay menu descriptions). 

 

ITV STAR VISITIS LEITH PRIMARY! 
Popular TV presenter and magician, Stephen Mulhern 
visited Leith Primary this month. Stephen delighted 
Primary 7 pupils with stories about his life in showbiz, 
working with Ant and Dec and presenting programmes 
such as Catchphrase. He also gave a masterclass in how 
to present to camera which a few lucky pupils had the 
chance to try. Stephen even had time to do a couple of 
spectacular card tricks before having photos taken with 
pupilsto promote a writing competition. 

 

NEW ECO COMMITTEE 

Well done to all of our new Eco Committee 
class representatives who met for the first 
time with Mrs Hind this week. Their first 
task will be to ensure that the school 
retains it’s Green Flag status before 
working towards the Silver award. 
We wish them all well with their hard work.  

 

LEGO LEAGUE TEAM BEGINS 
Pupils with skills in problem solvng and teamwork have 
begun working former engineer, Ms Scott Dickins, on 
their first few challenges for this year’s Lego League 
Championships. Pupils use computer coding skills to 
programme lego robots to perform  tasks on a large 
game board within a time limit. The team will compete 
against schools across Edinburgh to start with. Five 
years ago Leith Primary won the Scottish cup. 
We wish this year’s team well for the first round of the 
competition at the start of December! 

 
 

A reminder that pupil flu vaccines will 
be administered on the  

12th December this year. 

 

 

The school welcomed volunteers from the NSPCC 
Speak Out, Stay Safe programme at assembly this month. 

They reminded pupils about what to do if they do not feel 
safe and about the Child Line number 0800 1111.  



 

 

 

P6 BAG PACKERS RAISE  
£800 FOR BENMORE! 

A huge well done to all the pupils and their parents who 
gave up their own time last Saturday to raise money for 
the whole of P6 to attend Benmore in May. P6 parents 
organised the bag pack at the Tesco on Duke Street as 
part of a fundraising drive to reduce the final cost of the 
residential trip for each pupil. There will be other 
fundraising events organised by the P6 parents in the 
coming months. The more support they have, the more 
money can be raised and the cheaper the final cost.  
The trip to Benmore Outdoor Education Centre in Argyll 
is an opportunity for pupils to work towards their John 
Muir Award and Junior Award Scheme Scotland - the 
junior version of the Duke of Edinburgh Award. They also 
learn life skills and try activities such as kayaking, 
mountain biking and gorge walking. For many, it can be 
their first time away from home. For most, it is the 
highlight of their primary school career.  
It is expected that every P6 pupil will take part in this 
fantastic experience. However, at £300 on average per 
pupil, it can be expensive. As well as parent-led 
fundraising,each class from P1 has now started saving 
some of the money raised by class bake sales in a long-
term savings account for the class.  
Parents can also open a long term savings account for 
this and other trips via Parent Pay. Please ask at 
reception is this is something you would like to start for 
your child or children. 

 
P2a made some paper sugar 

skulls for Hallow’een this week  

 

LEITH PUPILS MAKE BBC RADIO & TV PROGRAMME 
Last session, P5a pupils were supported by a team from BBC Radio 
Scotland to make a radio programme about the whaling industry in 
Leith last century. The Junior Historians programme was aired on 
Tuesday 22nd Oct at 1.30pm on BBC Radio Scotland but can be 
listened to again on the BBC Sounds app or BBC Radio Scotland 
website. The production team were very impressed with pupils’ 
interview techniques and curiosity about the project. They said, 
“Thanks again to everyone at the school for making us so 
welcome and to all the P5 pupils for taking part. They were all 
so enthusiastic, interested and asked some brilliant 
questions!  They made our job very easy and enjoyable” 
Short film clips were also made by pupils for the BBC Scotland LAB 
website which can be found at: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07qfbn2 

This week, pupils in the 

Seasons for Growth group met 

up with Mrs Lesley and Mrs 

Kelly for the first time. 

The children learn all about 

the four seasons and how that 

can be reflective of 

experiences in life. 



 
 
Ages 5-8 
Wed 5-6pm 
Thurs 5-6pm 
Fri 2.30-3.30pm 
Sun 4-5pm 

 

Access Parkour have some spaces available in 
our parkour and movement classes. We run lots 
of classes both indoors at our venue 'Room to 
Move' and also outdoors at various locations in 
Edinburgh. Our family class on Saturday 
mornings is a great way to start your weekend 
as a family having fun outdoors. Please see our 
website www.accessparkour.com for all class 

times and to book.  
Classes start at only £6 and there are discounts 
available.  
First class is always free! 

 

Friday 15th November  
 

CHILDREN IN NEED IS COMING 
This year P4 are organising the annual Children 
in Need activities within the school. So far they 
are suggesting: 

• Wear something spotty  
• P4s selling cakes  
• Guess how many sweets are in a jar 

Donations and dressing up are all optional not 
mandatory but having fun is a must! 

 P1 ATTEND OPENING OF NEW PLAY PARK 

 
Primary 1 and nursery pupils were invited along 
to the official opening of the new play park on 
Leith Links this Friday morning. The children 
enjoyed playing on all the new features! 

Ages 8-12 
Mon 5-6pm Girls Only! 
Wed 5-6pm 
Thurs 6-7.30pm 
Fri 3.30-5pm 
Sun 3-4pm 
 

 

 

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT THERE IS AN OUTBREAK OF HEADLICE IN SCHOOL AND IN THE NURSERY. IT IS 

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF PARENTS TO REGULARLY CHECK THEIR CHILD’S HAIR FOR LICE AND EGGS (NITS). 

TREATMENTS CAN BE PURCHASED AT THE CHEMIST OR OBTAINED THROUGH PRESCRIPTION FOR FREE 

AT YOUR GP. OFTEN WET COMBING WITH LOTS OF CONDITIONER IS THE MOST EFFECTIVE METHOD. 

REMEMBER TO HOT WASH SHEETS, TOWELS AND COVERS. SOFT TOYS CAN BE PUT IN THE FREEZER TO 

KILL LICE AND EGGS. *THE PROCESS MUST BE REPEATED OVER A FEW WEEKS TO BE EFFECTIVE* 

http://www.accessparkour.com/


 
*REMINDER OF PARENT-

TEACHER CONSULTATIONS* 

Bookings for our November 7th and 8th 
parent-teacher consultations will close 

on Wednesday 6th November.  

Please follow the link and enter the 
booking code to select your 

appointment. 

https://www.schoolinterviews.co.uk/ 

CODE: 974sw  
 

  

BOOK SWAP BOX 

We have added some more books to our 

book swap area. Please come and choose 

a book to read and if you can, donate one 

of yours too! 

Keeeeeeeeep Reading!!! 

P4 UKULELE LESSONS  

Both Primary 4 

classes began their 

series of ukulele 

lessons this week. 

They all seemed to 

take to it like 

naturals! 

 

 

Primary 5 have been learning about the sacrifice ex Leith Primary Schools pupils 

made during the First World War this week as part of their project on Conflict. 

Pupils visited the school’s own war memorial on the first floor and found out about 

one or two of the soldiers who attended the school when it was still a secondary 

school. Primary 5 will be organising the sale of poppies around classes from next 

week onwards. They will also lead a remembrance assembly next Friday for pupils 

and for P5 parents on Wednesday. 

https://www.schoolinterviews.co.uk/


 

 

Big Leith Giveaway   

Come on down to Leith Academy on the 23rd Nov between 11am to 1pm for our 

exciting Big Leith Give Away. 

Christmas can be a challenging and expensive time for us all – Do not make it more 

expensive than it needs to be. We have a wonderful selection of items looking for a 

fabulous new home and all COMPLETELY FREE OF CHARGE. 

Clothes – all ages/sizes 

Shoes/boots 

Crockery 

Decorations 

Books 

 

Home Energy Scotland – Helping families reduce energy bills. Free water saving 

packs including shower timers up for grabs.  

Maximise – Offering free financial advice, Income maximisation and housing 

support.  Employability assistance for parents/carers.  

This is a community event with Leith Academy, Hermitage Park, Leith and Lorne 

Primaries. 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 


